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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Robert  M.J.  Douglass 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Winblad  Galleries 
1814  Union  Street 
San  Francisco, Calif „ 
Septo  22,1966 


Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Gentlemen 


One  of  your  local  agents  was  in  our  Galleries 
ana  liked  a  fine  portrai  of  Lincoln  and  thought  it 
would  be  ideal  for  your  collection  of  Lincoln.  He 
said  he  would  write  to  you  about  it  but  to  speed 
things  up  I  thought  I  would  send  on  information 
concerning  this  painting. 

I  quote  from  the  Boston  appraiser , Giovanni 
Castano- 

"The  painting  of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  Robert  M.J. 
Douglass  came  from  the  Estate  of  Desmond  Fitzgerld 
of  Buookljne,  Massachusetts.  It  was  purchased  from 
his  grandson,  C. A.  Van  Renssrelaer  Jr.,  of  New  Hamshire. 
This  is  one  of  the  oldest  names  in  New  York.  His 
grandfather, Mr .Fitzgerld,  was  one  of  the  mos# 
important  collectors  of  notable  French  and  American  painters 
in  this  country.  He  had  a  palatial  home  with  his  own 
gallery, which  was  the  show-place  of  the  U.S. 

Mr. Desmond  Fitzgerld  bought  the  picture  from 
the  great  granddaughter  of  the  painter , Robert  Douglass. 
It  is  said  that  Douglass ,Healy  and  Carpenter  were 
the  only  three  who  painted  Lincoln  from  life. 
Douglass  studied  with  Thomas  Sully.  This  history  can 
be  read  in  "Modern  Negro  Art"  by  James  A, Porter. 

The  painting  is  in  the  style  of  Thomas  Sully  and 
thinly  painted, showing  Lincoln  in  full  beard  and 
probably  painted  a  year  before  his  death.  Porter 
states  that  he  gave  him  two  two  sittings.  This  makes 
the  painting  extremely  valuable  historically  and  a 
very  rare  picture.  At  one  time  Sarah  Forbes  offered 
$5000  for  this  painting.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
price  of  $3,500  would  be  a  modest  fee.  " 

If  you  are  interested  in  purchasing  this  fine 
painting  we  i^ill  be  glad  to  send  you  a  photograph. 


Sincerely, 


W^.v^^ 


September  26,  1966 


Mr.  W.  F.  Binslerup 

Winblad  Galleries 

1814  Union  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94123 

Dear  Mr.  Binslerup: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  September  22nd. 

I  am  sure  that  you  have  a  fine  portrait  of  Lincoln  byMNS.  J, 
Douglass.     We  are  aware  of  the  artist ss  reputation. 

However,  we  are  not  in  the  market  for  oil  paintings  at  the 
present  time. 

Thanking  you  for  bringing  this  matter  to  our  attention, 
I  remain 

Yours  sincerely, 

R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGM/cravr 
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